FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact:    The Mauch Chunk Museum


       41 West Broadway


       Jim Thorpe, PA 18229


       570-325-4436

SWITCHBACK HERITAGE FESTIVAL MAY 29 AND 30
The Switchback Gravity Railroad Festival in Jim Thorpe, PA celebrates the heritage of one of the country's greatest early achievements on Saturday and Sunday, May 29 - 30. The Switchback Gravity Railroad helped usher in the Industrial Revolution in the United States.

Built in 1827 by innovators Josiah White and Erskine Hazard, the Switchback hauled anthracite coal from the mines in Summit Hill, PA to Mauch Chunk where it was then loaded onto coal boats that would journey to Philadelphia via the Lehigh River. This system of transportation made a fundamental impact on early American transportation and on the early coal-mining and iron industries in Eastern Pennsylvania. 
Saturday’s events includes guided biking tours along the downtrack of the trail of the former Switchback Railroad. A guided hike to the summit Mt. Pisgah gives visitors beautiful views of Jim Thorpe and the surrounding countryside and lets them see the remains of the railroad’s operation. Sunday's hike on takes trekkers along the downtrack of the railroad. 
Saturday’s hike is more strenuous and sturdy footwear is recommended. This hike is not recommended for children under six years old. The guided hikes will include a visit to the Jefferson Barney Pit, which is currently under restoration near Summit Hill, and a visit to the replica Switchback car at Mauch Chunk Lake. 
Hikers can watch a video on the Switchback and the history of the area, and view other memorabilia at the Mauch Chunk Museum located at 41 West Broadway in Jim Thorpe, just a three blocks from the downtown Visitors Center and Railway Station. 
For more information or to sign up for a hike, call 570-325-4436. More information on Jim Thorpe and directions are available at http://www.JimThorpe.org or by calling the Visitors Center at 570-325-5810.
